FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 


WASHINGTON  NEWSLEHER 


CIVIL  RIGHTS:  TRUE  AND  FALSE 


I 

■ 

In  1989,  several  Supreme  Court  decisions  made  it  more  difficult 
for  workers  to  press  claims  of  unlawful  discrimination.  (These  deci¬ 
sions  were  reviewed  in  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  October 
1989.)  Early  this  summer,  the  House  debated  the  "'em!  Rights  and 
Women's  Equity  in  Employment  Act  of  1991,"  H.R.  1 .  On  June  5, 
the  bill  pass^  by  273  to  1 58. 

Progress  on  the  House  bill  was  hobbled  by  confusion  about 
current  laws  and  ignorance  about  the  extent  and  effects  of  racism, 
sexism  and  other  prejudicial  attitudes  in  this  country.  In  addition, 
the  debate  this  year  was  nearly  derailed  by  a  deliberate  campaign  of 
misinformation  about  the  content  and  language  of  the  proposals. 

Senate  leaders  are  seeking  a  compromise  acceptable  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Senate  floor  votes  are  expected  before  the  August  recess. 

AGREED.  Contrary  to  media  hyperbole,  most  parts  of  the  bills 
are  considered  non-controversial.  These  are  the  parts  dealing  with 
the  consequences  of,  and  processes  for  proving,  intentional  dis¬ 
crimination.  For  example,  the  bill  would  clarify  that  the  law  against 
race  discrimination  in  hiring  also  applies  to  harrassment  and  other 
discriminatory  practices  after  hiring.  Other  sections  clarify  the 
finality  of  court  decisions,  allow  plaintiffs  to  file  their  cases  within  two 
years  after  they  have  suffered  harm  from  an  employer's  policy,  and 
allow  courts  to  award  attorney's  fees  in  certain  cases. 

STILL  GRUMBLING.  But  the  debate  hasn't  been  about  these 
issues.  The  "buzz"  words  in  the  press  have  been  "quotas,"  "caps" 
and  "punitives."  These  words  relate  to  the  following  major  contro¬ 
versies. 

How  much  punishment  should  a  court  or  jury  be  able  to 
impose  in  cases  of  serious,  intentional  discrimination  against 
women,  disabled  persons,  and  members  of  minority  religions 
and  nationalities? 

Current  Law.  Under  Title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964, 
employment  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex, 
or  national  origin  is  prohibited.  Applicants  or  employees  who  suc¬ 
cessfully  prove  such  discrimination  can  be  reinstated  in  their  jobs, 
and  given  other  equitable  relief.  They  can  also  be  awarded  back  pay 
in  some  cases.  No  other  money  damages  are  available  under  current 
law,  however.  On  the  other  hand,  cases  brought  specifically  on  the 
basis  of  race  discrimination  typically  cite  an  old  civil  rights  statute  (42 
use  1981)  which  allows  for  compensatory  damages  and  even 
punitive  damages  in  especially  serious  cases. 

H.R.  1  would  "fix  it."  The  House  bill  changed  this  anomaly 
somewhat,  by  allowing  for  compensatory  damages  in  cases  of 


religious,  ethnic,  and  sex  discrimination.  In  addition,  H.R.  1  allowed 
for  punitive  damages,  up  to  the  amount  of  compensatory  damages, 
or  up  to  $1 50,000  (whichever  is  greater).  A  group  of  civil  rights 
advocates  in  the  House  tried  to  amend  the  bill  to  remove  the  "cap," 
allowing  juries  to  set  damages  for  each  case,  as  in  race  discrimination 
cases.  That  attempt  failed,  by  a  vote  of  1 52  -  277. 

The  other  controversy  focuses  on  cases  where  there  is  no 
provable  intent  to  discriminate  illegally.  Suppose  an  unsuccessful 
female  applicant  for  a  management  position  notes  that  a  particular 
company  has  no  female  managers.  Or  an  Hispanic  worker  in  a 
manufacturing  plant  might  realize  that  very  few  Hispanics  were 
being  promoted  off  the  assembly  line.  Should  these  applicants  be 
able  to  sue  their  employers  (or  potential  employers)  merely  on  the 
basis  of  statistical  evidence  of  biased  hiring?  Nationwide  TV  and 
radio  ads  claim  that  the  bill  says  "yes."  In  fact,  H.R.  1  says  "no." 


Can  employers  be  sued  because 
they  didnl  meet  racial  "quotas"? 
H.R.  1  said  "no." 


According  to  the  provisions  of  H.R.  1,  an  aggrieved  applicant 
would  have  to  demonstrate  that  a  particular  job  requirement  is 
causing  the  biased  results.  The  employer,  then,  must  show  that  the 
requirement  bears  a  "significant  and  manifest  relationship  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  for  effective  job  performance." 

How  would  this  work?  For  example.  In  some  places,  requiring  a 
high  school  diploma  for  a  foreman  position  might  result  in  the  hiring 
of  very  few  Hispanics  for  such  positions.  If  challenged,  the  employer 
would  have  to  demonstrate  that  the  diploma  itself  bears  a  "signifi¬ 
cant  and  manifest  relationship"  to  the  needs  of  the  job  (as  opposed 
to,  for  example,  a  certain  level  of  literacy  and  mathematical  ability). 
Employers  that  are  concerned  about  compliance  with  the  civil 
rights  standards  outlined  in  H.R.  1  would  need  to  pay  close 
attention  to  the  relevance  of  the  criteria  they  use  for  hiring 
decisions. 

FCNL  appreciates  the  hard  work  of  civil  rights  advocates  in  the 
House  that  resulted  in  the  passage  of  H.R.  1 .  Passage  of  a  similar 
measure  in  the  Senate  would  renew  this  nation's  commitment  to  the 
civil  rights  of  all.  Unfortunately,  the  civil  rights  debate  is  so  bogged 
down  at  this  point  that  this  Congress  may  not  be  able  to  raise  its  head 
above  the  mire  and  pass  some  reasonable  standards  to  assure  fair 
employment.  The  tragedy  is  that  the  mire  is  made  of  the  mud  of  half 
truths.  Nothing  good  and  fresh  is  likely  to  grow  in  it. 
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THE  GOAL?  TO  BE  "TOUGH"  ON  CRIME 


Expansion  of  the  federal  dead)  penalty  by  49  more  crimes,  defeat 
of  the  Racial  Justice  Act,  prisoners'  rights  of  appeal  (Habeas  Corpus) 
under  attack,  homicide  with  a  firearm  punishable  by  death,  at¬ 
tempted  infringement  on  Native  American  sovereignty,  threats  of 
secret  trials  for  foreigners  suspected  of  "terrorism"  ...  So  goes  the 
reality  of  this  year's  fight  in  the  Senate  over  the  Violent  Crime 
Control  Act  of  1 991 ,  S.  1 241 . 

In  the  dosing  hours  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Senate  and 
House  decided  in  conference  committee  to  remove  both  the  death 
penalty  and  the  gun  control  provisions  from  the  1 990  crime  bill.  The 
President  and  many  members  of  Congress  were  not  satisfied  with 
this  outcome.  So  this  year,  they  pressed  for  longer  sentences  and 
other  violent  responses  to  crime.  Many  senators  have  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  these  so-called  "anti-crime"  measures  will  have  little  or 
no  effect  on  crime.  Nevertheless,  the  Senate  accepted  amendment 
after  amendment,  posturing  a  "tough" — though  perhaps  entirely 
theoretical — stance  against  crime. 

In  addition  to  the  potential  defendants  who  will  trip  on  the  snares 
of  these  criminal  laws,  the  victims  of  these  votes  will  be  our  once- 
treasured  constitutional  rights,  including  the  right  to  fair  and  open 
trials,  the  right  to  appeal  lower  court  decisions,  and  the  right  to 
expect  reasonable  and  proportionate  sentences. 

The  Federal  Death  Penalty.  If  the  Senate  bill  becomes  law  it  will 
add  49  more  crimes  to  the  list  of  federal  offenses  punishable  by 
death.  In  addition.  Sen.  D'Amato  NY  offered  an  amendment  to 
impose  the  federal  death  penalty  for  any  homicide  committed  with 
a  gun  that  had,  at  any  time  since  its  manufacture,  crossed  a  state  line. 
The  amendment,  which  will  vastly  expand  the  reach  of  the  federal 
death  penalty,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  65  -  33.  Sen.  Simon  IL 
offered  an  amendment  which  would  have  substituted  life  imprison¬ 
ment  without  parole  for  the  expanded  death  penalty.  His  amend¬ 
ment  lost,  29  to  73. 

Native  Americans  and  the  Death  Penalty.  Fortunately,  the 
Senate  did  affirm  Native  American  sovereignty  with  regard  to  the 
death  penalty.  In  a  strong  voice  vote,  the  Senate  permitted  tribal 
governments  to  "opt  in"  to  the  federal  death  penalty  for  offenses 
committed  by  Indians  within  their  jurisdictions.  Sen.  Inouye  HI 
presented  this  amendment  after  it  had  been  removed  from  S.  1 241 
in  a  compromise  agreement  between  Sen.  Biden  DE  (chair  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee)  and  Sen.  Thurmond  SC  (sponsor  of  the 
administration's  crime  bill). 

The  history  of  the  death  penalty  in  this  country 
is  mired  in  racial  discrimination. 

The  Racial  Justice  Act  (RjA).  If  there  is  to  be  a  death  penalty,  it 
should  not  be  permitted  to  operate  as  a  tool  of  racism.  The  history 
of  the  death  penalty  in  this  country  is  mired  in  racial  discrimination. 
The  RJA  would  have  prohibited  states  from  executing  a  person 
whose  sentence  of  death  could  be  proven  to  be  a  product  of  race 
discrimination.  Unfortunately,  the  RJA  was  removed  from  the 
Senate  crime  package  by  a  vote  of  55-41 .  The  House  crime  bill,  still 
in  committee,  includes  a  similar  version  of  the  RJA. 


Gun  Control.  The  House  has  already  passed  the  "Brady  bill," 
which  would  require  states  to  adopt  a  seven-day  waiting  period  for 
individuals  purchasing  handguns.  The  Senate  adopted,  by  voice 
vote,  a  more  comprehensive  gun  control  measure — one  bright  spot 
in  an  otherwise  bleak  crime  package.  The  Senate  provisions  would 
require  a  five-day  waiting  period  and  a  background  check  on 
prospective  gun  buyers  during  the  waiting  period. 

Exclusionary  Rule.  The  Senate  voted  to  codify  a  recent  Supreme 
Court  decision,  which  allowed  the  use  of  evidence  obtained  by 
police  who  relied  "in  good  faith"  on  warrants  that  turned  out  to  be 
faulty.  The  administration  had  pressed  the  Senate  to  further  weaken 
the  protections  against  unreasonable  searches  guaranteed  by  the 
Fourth  Amendment.  But  the  Senate  rejected  the  President's 
amendment  (offered  by  Thurmond)  in  a  close  54  to  43  vote. 

Habeas  Corpus.  The  President  threatened  to  veto  any  crime 
bill  which  did  not  include  broad  limits  on  criminal  appeals.  Sen. 
Biden's  bill — the  one  that  expanded  the  death  penalty  by  49  crimes 
— ^was  a  "death  row  inmate's  wish  list,"  according  to  Sen.  Helms  NC. 
The  Senate  finally  bowed  to  atmospheric  pressure  and  approved  the 
administration's  amendment  in  a  58  to  40  vote.  The  measure  would 
deny  appeals  to  federal  courts  if  the  federal  judge  decided  that  the 
state  court  had  reached  "full  and  fair"  determination  of  the  issues  in 
the  case.  The  amendment  would  also  limit  the  time  for  appeals  and 
would  confine  consideration  to  questions  of  guilt  or  innocence. 
Federal  constitutional  claims,  such  as  the  denial  of  a  fair  trial,  the 
right  to  confront  witnesses,  and  the  right  to  competent  counsel, 
could  not  be  pressed  in  the  federal  courts. 

At  this  writing,  the  Senate  continues  to  modify  the  crime  pack¬ 
age.  It  is  likely  to  get  worse.  The  House  has  not  yet  begun  work  on 
a  similar  package,  though  the  pressure  to  do  so  will  build  up  as  the 
election  year,  1992,  approaches. 

We  track  down  the  guilty. 

We  punish — imprisoning  more 

persons  per  capita  than  every 
industrial  nation  except 
Russia  and  South  Africa. 

But... 

We  neglect  the  needs  of  victims. 

We  further  damage  the  lives  and 
families  of  offenders. 

We  ignore  the  biblical  view: 
crime  involves  broken 
relationships  that 
destroy  Shalom. 

We  need  to  provide 

opportunities  for  healing 
and  reconciliation. 

We  must  recognize  that... 

Crime  is  a  peace  issue. 

—  Mennonite  Central  Committee 
MCC  Offender  Ministries  Program 
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THE  ADMINISTRATION  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICANS: 
Demonstrated  Success  Deserves  Support 


One  of  the  best  federal  programs  serving  American  Indians, 
Alaska  Natives,  and  Native  Hawaiians  is  the  Administration  for 
j  Native  Americans  (ANA).  Established  by  Congress  in  1974,  the 
purpose  of  the  ANA  is  to  promote  economic  and  social  self- 
3  sufficiency  for  Native  Americans.  It  does  so  through  a  competitive 
I  grant  -awarding  process.  While  other  federal  programs  may  share 
its  policy  goal  of  supporting  self-determination,  the  ANA  is  without 
equal  in  effectiveness  because  it  retains  the  flexibility  of  supporting 
I  locally  developed  initiatives. 

The  grants  that  ANA  provides  have  supported  a  variety  of 
projects.  The  ANA  has  helped  the  Poarch  Creek  Indians  of  Alabama 
to  gain  federal  recognition  and  to  spark  economic  development 
activities  resulting  in  250  jobs.  It  has  assisted  the  United 
National  Indian  Tribal  Youth  Organization's  efforts  at  developing 
leadership  skills  among  Indian  youth.  The  Pueblo  of  Pojoaque  of 
northern  New  Mexico  have  used  separate  ANA  grants  to  develop 
a  reservation  land  use  plan,  to  promote  economic  development, 
and  to  promote  their  cultural  resurgence.  The  success  record  of 
ANA  is  heartening. 

This  year,  the  legislation  that  authorizes  the  Administration 
I  for  Native  Americans  (the  Native  American  Programs  Act  of  1974) 
needs  to  be  renewed.  The  Bush  administration  has  proposed 
extending  the  authorization  at  the  present  financial  level,  but  Indian 
groups  are  hoping  to  use  this  process  to  substantially  increase  the 
budget  of  the  office,  and  to  raise  its  status  within  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Human  Services. 


Indian  groups  are  hoping  to 
substantially  increase  the  budget  of  the  ANA, 
and  to  raise  its  status. 


The  potential  for  the  office  to  do  more  is  clear.  The  1 20  to  1 40 
proposals  that  ANA  funds  each  year  represent  only  30%  to  35%  of 
the  proposals  submitted.  It  would  fund  many  more  of  these  quality 
proposals  if  resources  allowed.  But  in  spite  of  the  proven  success 
of  the  ANA,  its  funding  is  now  considerably  less  than  it  was  ten  years 
ago.  Accounting  for  inflation,  the  level  at  which  the  office  was 
funded  in  1978  would  amountto  more  than  $72  million  in  current 
dollars.  The  actual  budget  of  ANA  is  less  than  half  this  amount. 

And  while  its  budget  has  been  eroding,  ANA's 
responsibilities  have  grown.  Specifically,  Congress  passed  a  law  last 
year  to  assist  Indian  tribes  in  developing  environmental 
regulations  for  their  lands.  The  law  is  to  be  funded  through  the  ANA, 
yet  no  money  has  been  added  to  ana's  budget,  nor  have  funds 
been  added  to  the  proposed  reauthorization. 

FCNL  has  joined  a  number  of  tribes  and  Indian  organizations  in 
asking  for  significant  increases  in  program  budget  and  status,  as 
Congress  revisits  the  ANA's  authorizing  legislation  this  year. 
Encourage  your  representative  and  senators  to  support  the  ANA 


THE  WORKING  FAMILY  TAX  RELIEF  ACT 


In  last  year's  budget  debate,  the  issue  of  progressive  taxation  was 
hotly  debated.  The  history  and  popular  perception  of  federal 
revenues  is  that  they  should  be  collected  according  to  ability  to  pay. 
Those  with  higher  incomes  are  expected  to  pay  a  proportionately 
higher  rate  of  taxes  on  that  portion  of  their  income  that  turns  out  to 
be  subject  to  taxation. 

But  the  concept  of  progressivity  has  been  eroding.  The  Congres¬ 
sional  Budget  Office  has  estimated  that  federal  taxes  collected  from 
middle  income  families  as  a  group  increased  by  more  than  $1 3 
billion  per  year  between  1977  and  1992.  During  the  same  period, 
taxes  paid  by  the  richest  1%  decreased  by  $65  billion. 

Representative  Downey  NY,  a  member  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  and  chair  of  its  subcommittee  on  Public  Assistance  and 
Unemployment  Compensation,  has  introduced  the  "Working  Family 
Tax  Relief  Act  of  1991"  (H.R.  2242)  to  strengthen  the  progressivity 
of  the  federal  income  tax  system.  The  bill  would  replace  the 
personal  exemption  for  children  (now  $2300  per  child)  with  a 
refundable  tax  credit  of  $800  per  child.  A  tax  credit  is  subtracted 
directly  from  the  amount  of  taxes  that  would  otherwise  be  due  from 
a  household.  "Refundable"  tax  credits  will  be  sent — In  the  form  of 


a  check — to  qualifying  households  that  have  little  or  no  tax  liability. 
The  bill  would  also  expand  the  Earned  Income  Tax  Credit,  and  allow 
an  adjustment  for  larger  family  sizes.  These  provisions  would  help 
to  remove  more  than  two  million  families  from  the  federal  income 
tax  roles. 

The  bill  would  also  create  an  additional  tax  bracket,  with  the  new 
top  bracket,  35%,  applying  to  income  levels  above  $1 30,000.  Those 
with  incomes  above  $250,000  a  year  would  be  assessed  an  11% 
surtax. 

Rep.  Downey's  bill  would  reduce  the  tax  burden  on  90%  of  all 
families.  Only  the  six  million  families  receiving  the  highest  10%  of 
all  incomes  would  see  their  taxes  raised.  Most  of  the  increase  would 
be  borne  by  the  richest  1  %. 

ACTION:  Rep.  Downey's  bill  is  a  welcome  step  in  the  right 
direction.  Encourage  your  representative,  and  especially  members 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  to  co-sponsor  and  support  the 
bill.  Senator  Gore  TN  is  recruiting  support  for  a  companion  bill  in  the 
Senate.  Encourage  your  senators  to  support  Sen.  (lore's  bill. 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  July  1991 


Page  4 


WAR  AGAINST  THE  IRAQI  PEOPLE  ISRAELI  SETTLEMENTS 

CONTINUES— LARGELY  UNNOTICED  IMPEDE  PEACE  PROSPECTS 

Did  you  know  ...  the  war  against  Iraq  is  not  over?  Economic  There  are  many  obstacles  to  peace  between  Israel  and  Its  Arab 

sanctions  put  in  place  by  UN  Security  Council  resolutions  have  not  neighbors.  One  obstacle  is  the  lack  of  agreement  about  where  the 
been  lifted.  Norisitclearwhen,  or  under  what  conditions,  sanctions  peace  process  should  begin.  Should  it  begin  with  negotiations 

will  be  lifted.  Iraq's  attempts  to  import  food,  medicine,  and  between  Israel  and  its  Arab  neighbors?  Or  should  it  begin  with 

equipment  necessary  for  reconstruction  are  being  confounded.  The  negotiations  between  Israel  and  Palestinians? 

"war  of  weapons"  may  have  caused  some  90,000  to  200,000 

immediate  deaths  (all  estimates  are  still  unsubstantiated).  But  the  FCNL  supports  the  idea  (also  supported  by  the  U.S.  administra- 

economic  war  continues  to  inflict  suffering  and  death  through  tion)  of  two-track  negotiations — one  track  of  Israeli-Palestinian 
malnutrition,  hunger  and  disease.  The  effects  of  sanctions  are  talks,  the  other  of  Israeli-Arab  talks.  At  the  same  time,  we  believe  that 

compounded  by  the  fact  that  so  much  civilian  infrastructure  was  unless  progress  is  made  between  Israelis  and  Palestinians,  all  else  will 

destroyed  in  the  allied  bombing  campaign — including  access  to  safe  fail. 

water  and  sanitation.  A  Harvard  study  team  estimates  that  another 

1 70,000  children  under  age  five  will  die  before  the  summer's  end —  The  basis  for  resolving  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict  is  the  UN 

in  addition  to  the  55,000  who  have  already  died  this  year — if  they  Security  Council  "land  for  peace"  resolutions  242  and  338.  These 

do  not  receive  adequate  food  and  medical  care.  resolutions  call  for  the  end  of  belligerency  between  Arab  nations  and 

_  Israel,  Israeli  withdrawal  from  territories  occupied  in  1967,  and 

The  lives  of  approximately  1 70,000  children  respect  for  the  right  of  even^  state  to  live  in  peace  within  secure  and 

,  .  .  '  .  .  ■  recognized  borders. 

under  age  five  in  Iraq  are  in  jeopardy. 

-  We  share  the  view  of  the  U.S.  and  the  international  community 

The  administration  claims  that  it  didn't  want  to  punish  the  that  the  resolutions  call  for  Israeli  withdrawal  from  all  occupied 

people  of  Iraq,  only  their  leader  —  Saddam  Hussein,  who  is  still  in  territory — ^the  Sinai,  the  Golan  Heights,  the  West  Bank,  the  Gaza 

power.  However,  the  people  are  being  punished.  We  agree  that  Strip,  and  East  Jerusalem.  However,  the  government  of  Israel  con- 

Iraq  should  divest  itself  of  weapons-grade  nuclear,  chemical  and  tends  that  it  has  already  complied  with  the  resolutions  because,  as 

biological  materials,  but  continuing  economic  sanctions  under  a  condition  of  the  Camp  David  Accords  with  Egypt,  it  withdrew  from 

present  circumstances  is  an  inhumane  way  to  attempt  to  achieve  the  Sinai.  This  interpretation  undermines  the  Security  Council 

such  a  goal.  (For  further  information,  ask  FCNL  for  C-1 1 9-ME,  a  joint  resolutions  as  generally  understood  and  ignores  conflicting  claims  to 

statement  by  the  heads  of  four  major  Quaker  organizations;  or  FCNL  land.  Many  Israelis  differ  from  their  present  government  in  their 

R-107-ME,  "The  Starvation  of  a  Nation:  The  Myth  and  Reality  of  interpretation  of  the  UN  resolutions  and  in  their  understanding  of 

Sanctions"  by  Anne  Grace,  AFSC's  Quaker  Middle  East  Representa-  what  is  best  for  Israel, 
tive.) 

The  government  of  Israel  is  not  only  asserting  its  rights  to 
ACTIONS:  (1 )  Contact  Secretary  of  State  James  Baker  and  U.S.  occupied  lands,  it  is  also  participating  in  the  confiscation  of  lands. 
Ambassador  to  the  UN  Thomas  Pickering,  urging  them  to  take  steps  Since  1 967, 65%  of  West  Bank  land  and  50%  of  Gaza  Strip  land  has 

in  the  UN  Security  Council  to  abolish  economic  sanctions  against  been  seized  by  Israel  and  declared  "off  limits"  for  Palestinians.  Of 

Iraq.  Send  copies  ofyour  communications  to  the  more  than 

your  members  of  Congress.  Raise  awareness 
In  your  communities,  for  instance  through 
letters  to  the  editor  of  your  local  newspaper, 
that  war  against  the  Iraqi  people  is  still  being 
waged. 

(2)  Urge  your  representative  to  support 
House  Concurrent  Resolution  168,  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rep.  Timothy  Penny  MN,  and 
House  Resolution  180,  introduced  by  Rep. 

Henry  Gonzalez  TX.  The  Penny  resolution 
calls  for  a  portion  of  Iraq's  frozen  assets  to  be 
released  to  UNICEF  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
providing  medical  and  humanitarian  assis¬ 
tance  to  Iraqi  citizens,  especially  children  and 
the  elderly.  The  Gonzalez  resolution  ex¬ 
presses  the  "sense  of  the  House"  that  the  U.S. 
should  immediately  lift  the  economic  em¬ 
bargo  of  Iraq  to  save  its  people  from  death  by 
disease  and  starvation.  Urge  your  senators  to 
introduce  companions  to  these  resolutions. 


Israel's  Settlements 

The  State  Department  es- 
timates  that  more  than 
200,000  Israeli  settlers  live  in 
about  200  locales  in  disputed 
territories  held  by  Israel: 

West  Bank — 90,000  settlers 
in  150  communities. 
Gaza  Strip — 3,000  settlers  in 
1 5  communities. 

Golan  Heights — 1 2,000  set¬ 
tlers  in  30  settlements. 
East  Jerusalem  and  expanded 
boundaries — 1 20,000 
Jews  in  12  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 


25,000  acres  of  Pal¬ 
estinian  land  seized 
since  January  1991, 
approximately 
1 7,500  acres  were 
confiscated  during 
March  and  April 
while  Secretary  of 
State  Baker  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  shuttle  di¬ 
plomacy. 

In  testimony  be¬ 
fore  a  congressional 
committee.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  James 
Baker  caused  a  flap 
by  asserting,  "I  don't 
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think  there  is  any  bigger  obstacle  to  peace  than  (Israel's)  settlements 
in  the  occupied  territories,  as  not  only  an  obstacle  to  peace  but 
illegal."  Some  committee  members  retorted  that  Arab  nations  at  war 
with  Israel  are  a  greater  obstacle  to  peace.  Many  members  of 
Congress  hold  the  view  of  the  Likud-led  Israeli  government — 
namely,  that  Arab  nations  can  make  peace  with  Israel  regardless  of 
whether  Israel  gives  up  occupied  land.  In  our  view,  this  is  not  a 
realistic  position. 

If  Congress  continues  to  overlook  the  necessity  of  implementing 
UN  Security  Council  resolutions  242  and  338,  it  will  undermine  the 
administration's  negotiating  position.  This,  in  turn,  will  perpetuate 
the  belief — common  in  the  Third  World,  Europe,  and  among 
Arabs — that  the  U.S.  has  a  double  standard  toward  UN  Security 
Council  resolutions.  One  standard  applies  to  avowed  enemies  of 
the  U.S.,  such  as  Iraq,  and  another  standard  applies  to  close  friends 
of  the  U.S.,  such  as  Israel. 

U.S.  Aid:  Does  It  Support  Settlement  Policies? 

The  question  of  whether  to  link  U.S.  aid  with  a  halt  to  Israeli 
settlement  activity  is  beginning  to  be  debated  in  Congress.  A  request 
is  expected  from  Israel  in  September  for  $10  billion  in  loan  guarantees 
over  five  years  to  assist  in  resettling  refugees.  FCNL  strongly  supports 
the  goal  of  assisting  with  the  resettlement  of  refugees  as  long  as  such 
resettlement  does  not  occur  in  disputed  territories.  At  the  same 
time,  we  believe  that  additional  assistance  to  Israel  is  inappropriate. 
In  our  view,  military  aid  to  Israel  and  its  Arab  neighbors  should  be 
cut;  some  of  Israel's  military  aid  should  be  used  to  help  Israel  absorb 
refugees  within  the  1967  borders  of  Israel. 

We  believe  it  is  also  appropriate  to  link  some  portion  of  Israeli  aid 
to  a  renunciation  by  the  Likud-led  Israeli  government  of  its  policy  of 
investing  in  new  and  expanded  settlements  in  the  occupied  territo¬ 
ries. 

The  linkage  debate  was  launched  when  the  House  debated  the 
Bryant  amendment  to  the  Foreign  Aid  Authorization  bill.  This 
amendment,  which  FCNL  supported,  failed.  It  would  have  withheld 
$82  million  from  U.S.  aid  to  Israel  unless  the  President  showed  that 
Israel  was  not  investing  in  new  and  expanded  settlements  in  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  (not  including  Jerusalem).  The  sum  of  $82 
million  represents  the  amount  spent  by  the  Israel  government 
annually  on  settlement  activity,  according  to  the  State  Department. 

In  1990,  the  U.S.  insisted  that  funds  it  provided  to  Israel  for  its 
housing  guarantees  should  be  used  within  Israel's  1967  borders. 
However,  the  U.S.  cannot  prove  where  its  money  is  used.  The  U.S. 
has  also  required  that  Israel  not  offer  special  incentives  to  Soviet  jews 
to  settle  in  the  occupied  territories.  This  requirement  overlooks  the 
fact  that  incentives  are  offered  to  all  Israelis;  no  special  incentives  for 
refugee  populations  are  necessary  to  lure  them  to  the  occupied 
territories. 

FCNL  opposes  all  military  aid — ^from  any  country,  to  any  country 
in  the  world.  Furthermore,  we  believe  that  even  non-military  aid 
should  be  contingent  on  the  observance  of  international  law  and 
fundamental  human  rights.  The  implication  of  this  policy  for  U.S. 


What  Drives  the  Settlement  Process? 

since  Israel  acquired  territories  from  Syria,  Egypt  and 
Jordan  in  the  1 967  Six  Day  War,  successive  Israeli  govern¬ 
ments  have  supported  putting  down  roots  in  these  territories. 
Over  200,000  Israelis  have  put  down  roots,  or  settled  in  the 
occupied  territories  since  1 967.  The  majority,  about  1 20,000, 
have  settled  in  East  Jerusalem. 

Expansionist  pressure  is  driven  by  combinations  of  factors. 
For  example: 

The  influx  of  new  immigrants  from  Ethiopia  and  the 
Soviet  Union.  Of  the  200,000  immigrants  arriving  in  Israel  in 
1 990,  almost  93%  were  from  the  Soviet  Union.  Up  to  one 
million  Soviet  Jews  are  expected  by  the  end  of  1992.  The 
pressure  on  housing,  employment,  and  services  is  consider¬ 
able. 

Religious  fervor.  Some  Israelis  feel  a  call  to  reclaim  the 
kingdom  of  David,  even  by  military  might  if  necessary: 

Nationalism.  The  Likud-led  Israeli  government  represents 
those  Israelis  who  believe  that  settlement  of  the  occupied 
territories  establishes  "facts,"  which  political  deal-making  will 
be  unable  to  reverse  later.  On  the  other  side,  some  Arab 
nationalists  are  still  reluctant  to  concede  legitimacy  to  the 
Jewish  state. 

Financial  incentives.  Many  Israelis  find  it  tempting  to 
settle  in  the  occupied  territories  because  of  generous  tax 
breaks,  low-  or  no-interest  mortgages,  government-paid 
commercial  and  industrial  infrastructure.  The  Israeli  Housing 
Ministry,  headed  by  the  right-wing,  nationalist  Ariel  Sharon, 
has  a  plan  to  provide  housing  which  would  effectively  double 
the  number  of  Israeli  settlers  living  in  the  West  Bank. 


aid  to  Israel  is  that  economic  aid  should  only  be  provided  subject  to 
ironclad,  official  Israeli  bans  on  further  settlement  activity  in  the 
occupied  territories  by  Israelis,  including  Soviet  Jewish  refugees. 

ACTIONS:  (1)  Urge  your  members  of  Congress  to  introduce  a 
resolution  which  opposes  new  and  expanded  Israeli  settlements  in 
the  occupied  territories  and  urges  Arab  nations  to  end  their  boycott 
of  Israel.  Stress  that  any  aid  for  resettling  immigrants  be  linked  to  the 
cessation  of  settlement  activity. 

(2)  Urge  your  Senators  to  include  a  provision  in  the  Senate 
foreign  aid  appropriations  bill  (which  was  included  in  the  House  bill) 
directing  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International  Development  to  provide 
up  to  $2  million  for  activities  of  Israeli  or  Palestinian  private 
voluntary  organizations  to  promote  better  understanding  and  mu¬ 
tual  respect  between  Israelis  and  Palestinians  living  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza. 
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CHIPPING  AWAY  AT  THE 
DEFENSE  BUDGET 

In  the  House.  Many  in  Washington  believe  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  'turned  a  corner'  by  passing  a  $290.8  billion  FY92 
Defense  Authorization  bill.  The  House  voted  to  eliminate  any  new 
procurement  funding  for  the  B-2  Stealth  bomber,  reduce  funding  for 
the  Strategic  Defense  Initiative  (SDI),  and  terminate  the  $34  million 
SRAM-T  attack  missile.  However,  other  weapons  programs  were 
expanded  so  that  the  overall  FY92  defense  spending  is  as  high  as  the 
administration's  request.  President  Bush  has  threatened  to  veto  the 
House  Defense  Authorization  bill  because  of  the  weapons  cuts. 

The  House  voted  to  meet  the  administration's  request  for 
research  and  development  for  the  B-2,  but  it  rejected  buying  any 
new  B-2  bombers.  The  House  also  rejected  the  administration's 
request  for  a  67%  increase  in  funding  for  the  SDI  program.  It 
decreased  money  for  the  space-based  part  of  SDI  and  rearranged  the 
program  so  that  ground-based  defense  systems  will  now  be  admini¬ 
stered  by  the  Army.  This  could  lead  to  the  eventual  termination  of 
the  SDI  program,  because  its  proponents  can  no  longer  argue  that 
Star  Wars  produces  ground-based  defense  missiles  like  the  Patriot 

Many  House  Democrats  assert  that  the  Defense  Authorization 
bill  is  a  victory  because  it  shifts  money  to  more  conventional  and 
"proven"  weapons  systems  like  those  used  in  the  Gulf  War.  FCNL 
believes,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  $290.8  billion  defense  budget  is 
a  sad  reminder  that  our  leaders  have  yet  to  recognize  the  real  needs 
of  our  people.  Citing  the  need  for  deeper  cuts.  Rep.  Ron  Dellums 
CA  voted  against  the  Defense  Authorization  bill.  "The  day  Ron 
Dellums  votes  for  this  bill,"  he  said,  "will  not  be  the  day  it  'turns  the 
corner'  but  the  day  when  it  accurately  reflects  our  true  defense 
needs  and  is  in  a  realistic  balance  with  adequate  spending  for 
domestic  issues." 

In  the  Senate.  The  Armed  Services  committee  will  mark  up  its 
Defense  Authorization  bill  in  mid-July.  The  full  Senate  is  expected 
to  vote  on  it  shortly  before  August  recess.  The  committee  may 
produce  a  bill  which  meets  the  administration's  request  to  build  four 
new  B-2  bombers.  If  this  happens,  the  Senate  and  the  House  will 
have  to  compromise  between  authorizing  no  B-2s  (House  bill)  and 
four  B-2s  (expected  Senate  bill)  when  they  go  to  conference  in  late 
summer.  The  House  conferees  could  be  pressed  to  settle  for  a  bill 
that  authorizes  funds  to  build  two  more  B-2  bombers.  Legislation 
to  stop  production  of  the  B-2  may  be  offered  in  committee  by  Sen. 
Cohen  ME  or,  more  likely,  offered  on  the  floor  by  Senators  Cohen 
ME  and  Leahy  VT.  The  committee  is  also  expected  to  include  in  the 
bill  provisions  to  cut  funding  for  SDI.  Three  key  Republican  senators 
on  the  Armed  Services  Committee,  John  Warner  VA,  Richard  Lugar 
IN,  and  William  Cohen  ME,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President  expressing 
opposition  to  the  administration's  request  for  a  large  increase  in  SDI 
funding. 

ACTION:  Contact  your  senators  and  urge  them  to  vote  for 
amendments  in  the  Defense  Authorization  bill  that  would  cut  the 
defense  budget.  If  your  senator  is  on  the  Armed  Services  Committee 
or  the  Appropriations  Subcommittee  on  Defense,  urge  him  to  reject 
the  administration's  request  for  increases  in  costly  systems  like  SDI 
and  B-2. 


STILL  ARMING  THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

On  June  19,  the  House  approved  a  $15.3  billion  Foreign  Aid 
Appropriations  package  with  $5.3  billion  for  Egypt  and  Israel.  This 
amounts  to  one-third  of  all  U.S.  foreign  aid,  and  75%  of  all  military 
aid.  In  addition  to  $3  billion  in  security  aid  for  Israel,  the  bill  offers 
Israel  $80  million  for  resettlement  of  refugees  in  Israel,  $300  million 
for  "pre-positioning"  U.S.  military  equipment  in  Israel,  and  $700 
million  worth  of  defense  equipment  from  weapons  stocks  in  Europe 
or  the  Gulf. 

The  Defense  Appropriations  bill  includes  funding  for  Israel  for 
Arrow  advanced  tactical  ballistic  missiles,  Popeye  missiles,  night 
attack  systems,  the  Cobra  helicopter,  and  other  Israeli-produced 
systems. 

The  U.S.  and  other  supplier  nations  are  also  arming  countries 
which  still  exist  in  a  state  of  war  with  Israel.  The  Bush  administra¬ 
tion  is  proposing  $23  billion  in  arms  sales  to  the  Middle  East, 
including  countries  such  as  Saudi  Arabia,  the  United  Arab  Emirates, 
and  Bahrain,  which  do  not  recognize  Israel's  right  to  exist.  If 
approved,  the  sale  to  Saudi  Arabia  would  be  the  largest  U.S.  arms 
sale  in  history. 

We  support  the  recent  assertion  of  the  Secretary  of  State:  "The 
time  has  come  to  try  to  change  the  destructive  pattern  of  military 
competition  and  proliferation  in  this  region  and  to  reduce  the  arms 
flow  into  an  area  that  is  already  very  over-militarized."  Now  we  need 
to  see  administration  actions  that  will  back  up  such  statements. 

ACTION:  Urge  your  members  of  Congress  to  vote  against  ALL 
arms  sales,  pre-positioning  of  weaponry,  or  military  aid  to  any 
country  in  the  Middle  East.  Furthermore,  urge  support  for  legislation 
that  would  require  a  UNILATERAL  halt  to  any  U.S.  arms  sale  to  the 
region  until  a  permanent  multilateral  embargo  is  established. 


THE  HOUSE  SPACED  OUT 
ON  THE  HOMELESS 

Bowing  to  intense  pressure  from  President  Bush,  Vice  President 
Quayle,  and  the  aerospace  industry,  the  full  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  voted  by  240-1 73,  on  June  6,  to  overturn  an  appropriations 
subcommittee  choice  to  fund  housing  in  1992.  It  is  extremely 
unusual  for  the  full  House  to  change  the  recommendations  of  its  ap¬ 
propriations  committee. 

On  May  15,  the  House  Appropriations  Subcommittee  on 
Veterans  Affairs,  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD),  and 
Independent  Agencies  had  voted  some  new  money  for  housing.  It 
appropriated  $1 .4  billion  for  new  affordable  housing  programs  and 
did  not  offer  new  funding  for  NASA's  manned  space  station. 

Then  the  full  House  decided  to  make  way  for  the  manned  space 
station.  To  do  this,  the  House  cut  $250  million  from  public  housing 
funds,  and  "froze"  all  other  spending  on  space  and  scientific 
programs  run  by  NASA.  The  space  station  has  been  under  scrutiny 
since  its  inception  in  1 984  because  of  its  exorbitant  cost,  now  priced 
at  more  than  $40  billion. 

Urging  that  space  station  funds  be  cut,  subcommittee  chair 
Traxler  Ml  said,  "We  can't  do  everything  any  more.  Veterans,  envi¬ 
ronment,  and  housing  are  going  to  be  eaten  by  the  station." 


Page? 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  July  1991 


ENSURING  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE 

There  are  now  about  8.3  million  persons  officially  counted  as 
unemployed.  If  the  unemployment  insurance  system  operated  as  it 
was  designed  to  operate,  about  60%  to  70%  of  those  people  would 
be  receiving  unemployment  insurance  benefits.  Instead,  only  about 
40%  are  receiving  benefits. 

The  problem?  State  unemployment  insurance  programs  typi¬ 
cally  offer  benefits  for  a  maximum  of  six  months.  People  are  running 
out  of  benefits  before  they  find  a  job.  Atthe  beginning  of  1991,  one 
million  unemployed  workers  were  in  that  predicament...half  again 
as  many  as  in  1989.  In  April  alone,  300,000  ^fell  off"  the 
unemployment  insurance  roles. 

Federal  response?  The  federal  government  has  two  programs 
that  are  designed  to  assist  state  unemployment  insurance  programs 
in  times  of  recession:  "extended  benefits"  and  "federal  supplemen¬ 
tal  compensation."  These  federal  programs  have  assisted  state^;  in  all 
other  recessions  since  World  War  II  (except  for  the  1 980  recession). 


RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  BILL 
READY  TO  ROLL 

On  Wednesday,  June  26,  Representative  Solarz  NY  introduced 
H.R.  2797,  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  of  1 991 .  The  bill 
is  very  similar  to  last  year's  proposal,  and  it  continues  to  enjoy  the 
very  broad  support  that  the  initial  legislation  attracted.  The  bill 
would  restore  the  "balancing  test"  by  which  free  exercise  cases  have 
been  judged  in  the  courts  for  the  past  several  decades.  (For  back¬ 
ground,  see  "Religious  Freedom:  A  Crumbling  Cornerstone"  in  the 
FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  October  1 990.) 

An  unfortunate  bit  of  confusion  delayed  the  introduction  of  the 
bill  for  a  few  weeks.  The  National  Right  to  Life  Committee  publicly 
asserted  its  opinion  that  this  bill  would  somehow  create  new  rights 
for  people  whose  religious  beliefs  allow  for  personal  decisions  with 
relation  to  abortion.  The  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
responded  with  a  very  strong  statement  that  the  bill  would  create  no 
new  rights.  On  the  contrary,  the  NAE  argued,  those  who  oppose 
abortion  and  cannot  in  conscience  participate  in  abortion-related 
activities  need  this  bill  to  restore  their  rights  to  the  exercise  of  their 
religious  beliefs. 

For  several  weeks,  religious  organizations  that  had  supported  or 
considered  supporting  the  legislation  reviewed  the  bill  in  light  of  the 
new  debate.  With  only  a  couple  of  exceptions,  these  organizations 
have  renewed  their  support.  The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  has  not 
taken  a  position  in  support  of  the  bill.  The  FCNL  strongly  supports 
this  bill;  without  a  useful  free  exercise  clause  to  stand  on,  any 
religious  belief  can  be  burdened  by  local,  state,  and  federal  laws  and 
regulations. 

ACTION:  Urge  your  representative  to  become  a  co-sponsor  of 
H.R.  2797  and  to  work  for  passage  this  year. 


But  these  federal  programs  suffered  heavily  from  Reagan-era  budget 
cuts.  Only  eight  states  now  qualify  for  the  extended  benefits 
program  under  the  "new"  rules  adopted  in  1981,  and  the  federal 
supplemental  compensation  program  has  not  been  activated  so  far, 
in  this  year-old  recession. 

Representative  Downey  NY,  Chair  of  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Subcommittee  on  Public  Assistance  and  Unemployment 
Compensation,  has  introduced  a  bill  (H.R.  1 367)  to  replace  the  two 
federal  programs  (extended  benefits  and  federal  supplemental 
compensation)  with  a  single  supplemental  program,  financed  en¬ 
tirely  by  federal  funds.  Though  states  have  always  been  able  to  set 
the  rules  on  eligibility  and  benefits.  Rep.  Downey's  bill  would  restrict 
states'  discretion  somewhat.  The  bill  would  require  states  to  make 
the  benefits  available  more  fairly  to  low-wage  and  part-time  work¬ 
ers. 

ACTION:  Urge  your  representative  to  co-sponsor  H.R.  1 367  and 
to  take  quick  action  to  assure  its  passage.  The  recession  is  already 
a  year  old.  Those  who  have  been  without  employment  for  the 
duration  need  immediate  action  on  this  legislation. 

CAMPAIGN  FINANCE  REFORM: 

NEXT  STEPS 

The  Senate  passed  the  Mitchell-Boren  campaign  finance  reform 
bill  (S.  3)  on  May  23,  by  a  respectable  margin  of  56  to  42.  The  bill 
set  voluntary  spending  limits,  varying  from  state  to  state  according  to 
each  state's  population,  for  primary  and  general  elections. 

Candidates  who  agree  to  abide  by  these  spending  limits,  and  to 
adhere  to  rules  encouraging  small  contributions  and  in-state  sup¬ 
port,  would  receive  certain  benefits.  The  benefits  include: 

•  vouchers  (worth  up  to  20%  of  the  spending  limit)  to  pay  for 

television  ads 

•  reduced  mail  rates  (25%  of  the  cost  of  first  class  mail) 

•  reduced  broadcast  rates  (no  more  than  50%  of  the  lowest  price  for 

television  and  radio  time) 

•  public  funding  for  candidates  whose  opponents  exceed  the 

spending  limits 

•  public  funding  to  respond  to  opposing  television  ads  broadcast  by 

independent  groups  backing  an  opponent. 

The  bill  also  bans  contributions  from  political  action  commit¬ 
tees,  restricts  the  use  of  party  funds  and  candidates'  own  funds,  and 
curtails  fund-raising  through  non-profit  organizations.  Under  S.  3, 
senators  would  also  be  barred  from  sending  out  mass  mailings  under 
the  government  "franking  privilege"  (free  mail)  during  their  election 
years. 

Action  now  moves  to  the  House  side.  H.R.  11 77,  offered 
originally  by  Reps.  Synar  OK,  Clickman  KS,  Leach  lA  and  McHugh 
NY,  will  be  amended  to  include  some  of  the  recommendations  of  a 
House  leadership  team,  headed  by  Rep.  Gejdensen  CT.  House 
leaders  have  expressed  an  interest  in  passing  the  bill  before  the 
August  recess.  Proponents  of  campaign  finance  reform,  including 
the  FCNL,  are  now  calling  members'  offices,  urging  strong  support 
for  H.R.  1177. 
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NEWS  FROM  LOCAL  COMMUNITIES 

what  happens  on  Capitol  Hill  is  only  part  of  the  story  of  how  national  legislation  is  shaped.  At  least  as  important  is  what 
happens  in  the  home  districts  of  members  of  Congress.  From  time  to  time,  this  column  will  give  brief  glimpses  of  how 
concerned  people  around  the  country  are  making  their  views  known  to  their  elected  officials. 


Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  Albuquerque  Friends  Meeting, 
working  with  the  New  Mexico  Conference  of  Churches,  organized 
an  ecumenical  delegation  to  visit  their  member  of  Congress,  Rep, 
Steve  Schiff,  in  late  May.  They  were  advocating  a  religious  freedom 
bill,  to  remedy  the  erosion  of  religious  liberties  stemming  from  the 
Supreme  Court's  decision  in  Smith  v.  Oregon  Employment  Division. 
Participating  in  the  visit  were  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  minister,  a  rabbi,  the  head  of  the  Conference  of  Churches, 
and  a  member  of  the  Friends  Meeting.  They  found  that  Rep.  Schiff 
shares  their  concern;  he  has  become  an  original  co-sponsor  of  the 
Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  (H.R.  2797,  by  Rep.  Stephen 
Solarz  NY).  The  group  will  continue  to  work  together.  They  are 
planning  a  press  conference  to  get  more  publicity  about  the  issue 
and  to  stress  the  need  for  more  co-sponsors  for  the  bill, 

Salem,  Oregon.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  group  of  about 
eight  representatives  of  peace  churches  and  other  peace  groups  has 
been  meeting  every  month  with  their  new  member  of  Congress, 
Rep.  Mike  Kopetski.  The  meetings,  which  last  an  hour  or  more,  were 
initiated  by  Rep.  Kopetski  himself,  as  a  means  of  gathering  citizens' 
views.  He  also  meets  regularly  with  farmers'  groups  and  various 
other  organizations.  The  peace  delegation  includes  Mennonites, 
Friends,  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  and  Physicians  for  Social 
Responsibility,  among  others. 

The  group  is  seeking  Rep.  Kopetski's  support  for  legislation  that 
will  advance  the  goals  of  a  comprehensive  nuclear  test  ban  and  a 
clean-up  of  nuclear  facilities.  They  were  pleased  that  Rep.  Kopetski 
was  one  of  the  early  signers  of  a  letter  by  Reps.  Brown  CA  and 
Scheuer  NY,  calling  on  the  DOE  Defense  Nuclear  Facilities  Panel 


(the  "Spratt  panel")  to  cut  the  nuclear  weapons  research  budget  by 
at  least  20%  and  use  the  money  instead  for  cleaning  up  nuclear 
production  sites. 

Bar  Harbor,  Maine.  In  the  wake  of  the  Gulf  War,  local  folks  felt 
the  need  to  re-establish  a  public  dialogue  that  had  broken  down 
during  the  war,  and  to  include  a  greater  diversity  of  views.  They  _ 
initiated  a  six-part  discussion  series  called  "Dialogue  for  the  '90s,"  I 
with  broad  community  sponsorship,  including  public  schools,  the 
University  of  Maine  adult  extension  program,  public  libraries,  and 
the  local  newspaper.  Evening  sessions  featured  panels  of  speakers 
with  widely  divergent  views  on  such  subjects  as  national  security, 
the  Middle  East,  energy,  poverty  in  the  U.S.,  and  the  possibilities  for 
effective  individual  action.  Some  community  activities  have  already 
been  spurred  by  these  discussions. 


Special  Giving  Opportunities 

It's  hard  to  imagine,  but  true  . . . 

. .  that  in  making  a  gift  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  you 
may  be  able  to  increase  and  guarantee  your  investment 
income,  and  save  taxes.  This  works  best  for  those  who 
own  appreciated  stock  and  who  are  approaching  or  are 
past  retirement  age.  Intriguing?  Write  or  call  for  document 
D-1 01  with  an  example  of  how  a  charitable  gift  annuity 
can  work  for  you,  and  for  the  FCNL, 

Your  gifts  make  our  Quaker  work  and  witness  possible. 
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CIVIL  RIGHTS: 
TRUE  AND  FALSE 


THE  FtlENOS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  IfCIS- 
lATION  itKludes  Frierxis  appointed  by  26  Friends 
Yearly  Meetings  and  by  6  other  Friends' organizirtions 
in  the  United  States.  Expressions  of  vie^A«  in  the  FCNL 
WASNINCTON/VEHSIfTTERareguidedbylheState- 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the 
FCNL  speaks  for  itself  atxl  for  Kke-mmded  Frietxls. 
KNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSUETTER.  Contributors 
include:  Joe  Volk,  Ruth  Flower,  Nancy  Alexander, 
Lynn  Erskine,  Kate  Dempsey,  Steve  Zehr,  Nancy 
Nye,  Alison  Oldham,  Laura  Petroff. 

A  $25  annual  donation  will  ensure  receipt  of  the 
Newsletter  for  one  year  (11  issues).  Also  a\^ble  in 
microform  from  University  Microfilms  International, 
300  North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml 
41806. 
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